ROBERT W, GEVER
PBIOINTY

1890 BAY ROAD
SARASOYA, PLORIDA 34239
" 67000

QOARY CADRLAL - VOLVY DOMPANY

Oclober 25, 1994

Honorable Reed E, Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communleations Commisslon
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washingten, DC 20554

Dear Me. Hundt:

It concerns me & great deal (o think that WWSB, Channel 40's network affiliation
with ABC could be tn Jeopardy. I have been a businessrnan In this community for
fifteen years, have dealerships In Sarasota, Bradenton and Venlce, and am confident
I know this market Guite well. Durlag (his time, we have been a sinsable customer

of Channel 40 and because of the fine results we have enjoyed, we continue to be s - -
major TV advertiser.

Tampe is fifty miles away (rom Sarasota and It is hard to Imagine that WFTS,
Channel 28 In Tampa will have the same Interest In our community that Clunnel 40 -
has displayed these past twenty-three years. WWSB. has sponsoted teldl\ons for
United Cerebral Palsy, Cardinal Moonay High School, Muscular Dystrophy
Assodation and our own Mote Marine Laboratory T have worked side by side with
their staff dolng charitable work In this community. As an @xample, [ 'am &
direetor of the Salvation Army and know of six members of the s'mion who deveted
an enilre Suturday to help us rapaint the inside and outside of gur Lodge. It is this .

kind of dedication to the communlty that makes Channel 40 truly & “hometown
statxon"

It Just docsn’t make sense to me that a TV station which is located fn 8 market
ranked 153 In the nation woulda't have s major network aftitiation. Channd 40is

good for this community and we would appreciate any oomudqmton you ¢an glve
toward retaining Channel 40°s affiliation with ABC,

Sincerely,
W’.

Robort W. Goyer

cc: Sam Antar, Esq.
Danald P. Zeifang, Esq.
+ Stae Crumley . .
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October 27, 1994 CITY,

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chalrman

Foderal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Strest NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairmaen Hundt:

I am writing with regard to the recent formal patition for order to show cause filed with the FCC
" by WWSB Channel 4() concerning that station’s loss of its ABC affiliation. WWSB is the.only

network-affiliated station located within the Sarasota/Manatee Counties' metropolitan preas which

several hundreds of thousands of people watch on u daily basls. Other network-atfiliated stations -

are located In the Tampa area, which s located 70 or 80 miles north. of southeérn Sarasota.

County. The citizens of Sarasots/Manatee Counties are concerned that with the loss of the ABC'
affiliation station to another area will decreass the quality of community based covemge,
especially in times of emergency and other Important matters,

WWSB has proven Itg ability by providing excellent local and national news coverage, as well

as coverage of Important local, civic, community and chasitable events. The station has an .
outstanding track record of being proactive in keeping their viewers informed, putxcululy wlth« .
regards to law enforcement, emergencies, natural and local disasters, etc,

1 urge you to take into consideration the neads and desires of the residents of Sarasota and
Manatee Counties when considering your declsion in this matter.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Gerkin
Director of General Services

RIG/dlI
cC: \/Mr. Stan Crumley, Pregident, WWSB

. Mr. Donald P, Zeifang, Esq., Counsel for Seripps Howard Broadeasting Co.
" Mr, Sam Antar, Esq., Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, Inc.

B AR L A 1APFH A fanmnatna Plasidn 04980



SARASOTA COUNTY GOVERNMENT

SARASOTA, FLORIDA
Solid Waste Department
Koep Sarasota County Beautiful
3952 Boe Ridge Roed, /D
Sarasots, Florida 34233
r (813) 3644667
13) 3640077
(81) 923-1459

October 24, 1994

Honorable Reed B, Hundt

Chairman

Foderal Communications Commission
Room 814 :

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir;

This communication is written in support of WWSB Channel 40's efforts to retain its 23-year
affiliation with ABC Network.

WWSB Channel 40 is a true partnersbip in this community in terms of its participation. Staff
gocs beyond the call of duty to meet the needs of the citizens in our county. They are not just
Status Quo. The level of service provided by the “Home Team" is unlike other entitics in the

Tampa Bay areu.

General Manager and President, Stan Crumley is very distinguishing and identified with high
regards by prominent lcaders In this vicinity, including me. I believe a word of praise is in order
for the proficlent way he promotes staff involvement and participation in community aotmties.
Both he and his staff exude pride and interest in every aspeot of our locale.

Our lo¢al news media is urgently ncoded for the survivor of our citizency. We depend heavily on
this source to infortn us of incidences rolating to crime, weather reports, coverage of major fund
raising events, etc.

Elimination of WWSB Channe! 40 would be devastating news to all of us who tive here.
Hopefully, my confidence, and optimistic feclings ate not misleading, and that the outcome of
this situation will prove positive in favor of WWSB Channel 40.
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Honorable Reed E, Hundt October 24, 1994
WWSB Channel 40 Page 2

Respectively, [ request that honorable representation, and feithful sonsideration be bestowed

upon resolving this concern.

I wholcheartedly support the struggle of WWSB Channel 40 to retain its 23-year affiliation with
ABC. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully, .
| Sandra Washington
Executive Coordinator
Keep Sarasota Beautiful
¢e:  Sam Antar, Esq,
Counsel for Capltal Cities/ABC, Inc.
77 West 66 Strost

New York, NY 10023

Donald P, Zeifang, Esq.

Counsel for Serpps Howard Broadcasting Co.
Baker & Hostetler

1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Stan Crumley

Progident & General Manager
WWS8B, Channel 40

5725 Lawton Drive

Sarasota, Florida 34233



Diamondback’s COMPUTER WAREHOUSE
7222 8. Tamiami Trail Sarasota, FL. 34231

Soles : (§13) §28-7222  Service : (813) 9264454 Fax : (813) 921-8427
Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chelrman '
PFederel Communications Commission
Room 814 '

1219 M Street NW

Washinglon, OC 20554

Oclober 23, 1954
Dear Mr. Hundt:

| am the president of & amell Sarasola Florkia business, and | have to disagree sirongly over the
lo3s of ABC sffilistion for our local elevision brosdcast station, WWSS Channel 40,

The most dev loss to the 18,000 srea businesses, Including my own, will ba the inablitty

\%M ™ ‘ -‘ounu-m:r major M’mﬁmﬂ 't!‘:: originat fmm‘:::"m g;r'
ol (]

which consists prihadly of Bradenton, Sarssota, and Venice, o

Tampa businesses do nat Secve our communities, nor can we reasonably 5erve the

an Tamie sree, simply based on the digtances lvolved. The vast of the
18,000 busiriesses in our ares are smal, you simply will not find many Fortune 500 companies
‘here, Virtually noe of the local advertising ls done by oompadies with multiple looations, that
could benefit from this “additional coverage.” ' Co

I ABC Is allowed (p out off our local programming and forte us to become pat of the gr
Tamm%uw“mmmmmmtommmw o or
.quadtuple whal we do naw; Moreover, we wifl not experience any advantage in market éive, as
fow T residents will feel the necessity to call “Joe's Carpet” on Main Street, in S8arasota,
only 1-1/2 hours drive away . . .

.Dlamondbeck’s Computer Warshouse has sucoessfully advertised on WWS8's ABG programs
for years, but our company, for one, opuld not posgibly sfford the retes that emanate from and
include the Tarnpa marketplaca, It Wil without question stop all of aur televised broadcast
advertising. This will probably aise mean the end of our business,

Pachaps equal jn devastelion will be the loés of our [ocal news and weather coverage. Withaut
_network afMiation, most of us realize that k becomes neardy impossible to malntaln an sdequate

news opsretion. With the exoeption of the few “Superstations,” local news is poor to néfiexistent . .

on Independent stations. L

There is no one, . W that provides {clevised Sarasota, Bradenton, and
Venice news coverage other than 8. Their trucks and Mini-Cams are seen scooting
sround our cities day and night. {, and ! doubt any other Sarasota resident, have ever 9gen a
WFTS news tean] covering mytmmuchuumymm of locat importance to our redidents on
. our streets. Pron coverage of our food feirs, (o (.e.,) District 69 political candidates, to ,
Interviews with our achool and hospital boands, to oity commission coverage, no one alse, least :
~ of all WFTS, has shown any interest whatsoever. '

Over 100,000 peopla, and several thousand small businasses depend on WWSB's local news
+ and community coverage, and avaliabliity of advertising priced fo fit the market size. Please
reach a decision that aflows for falr response to our community’s needs. T




Diamondback’s COMPUTER WAREHOUSE

7222 8. Tamiam) Trail Sarasota, FL 34231
Sales : (813) Q25-7222 Service : (813) 9254434  Fax: (81 3) 921-8427
thhemmuhmm uhwwhmemmuippsﬂmmmmmoms
melauafm.wwwmc would ba devastaling 1o our community, lhopcy :
see fit lo provent | lhns wrong from occuming.
Sincerely,
Kenaeth C, Kemski

president, Diamondbock's Computer Warehouse

Salir Enq,
CWMWWABO Ine.
77 W, 88 Sireet

New York, NY 10023

Donaki P, 2eifang, Esq.
cmfwsmmmmmco
1080 Connegtiot Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Stm mehg
WWSB Channel 40
5725 Lawlon Drive
Sarasota, Fi, 34233
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Honorable Reed E. Hundt October 12, 1994
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission

Room 814

1919 M Street NW
Naahington, DC 20554

Dear Sir. .
I am vriting as an individual residant of Venice, Florida,
Sarasota County to plead on behalf of WWSB Channel 40 to

remain an affiliate of ABC as they have been £o0r the past
23 years.

WWSB provides the residents of Sarasota and Manatee counties '
with excallent local news, weather, sports and comminity

affairs. No station could or would give us the loca) coverage
ve have come to rely on from Channel 40. To take away thelr |
aftiliation with ARC in favor of a station in the Tampa area

seoms very unfalr ¢to a community as large as the Sarasota-
Bradanton area.

We never have had cable gervice from Channel 28 in the Tampa-
8t. Petersburg area but other channels from that area, such
42 Channal 10 are very unrelisble as t0 reception. Complaints
about this to the cable company bring only a reply that the
poor reception is due to atmospheric conditions. Surely these

sama conditions would prevail from any broadcast from that
area.

Please rule in favor of WWSB's request to retain its longtime
affilistion vith ABC. The people in Sarasota County NEED WWSB, .

Channel 40 and WWSB needs their ABC affiliation to stay in
business.

ank you.

2 Lhdpekten

June E. Wyneken
909 N. Doral lLane
Venice, FL 34293

cc;
Sam Antar, Esq.

Counsel fox Capitol cities/ABC, Inc.
77 W. 66 St,

New York, NY 10023

Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.
counsael for Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.

Stan Crumley
President & Gen. Manager WWSB, Channel 40 :
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612 Cadiz Road
Venice, F1 34285
14 Oct 94

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
Room 8l4

1919 M stfeet N.W.

Washington, D.C, 20554

Subject: TV Station WWSB's Formal Petition for Order to Show Cause Concern-
ing the Station's Loss of ABC Affiliation
I vrite in support of WWSB's effort to retain its sffilistion with the
ABC network.

I ask that you consider tha impact of this loss on the residents south
of Tempa Florida who depend on WWSB for local news, westher, and public
announcempots, as well as ABC network pregraming. 1 am a resident of Venice,
Florida-—about 80 miles south of Tampa. There are many people like mysalf in
Sarasota, Bradenton, and Venice, who cannot afford eable TV, We depend on
WWSB, Channel 40 in Sarasota--the only network channel in the area——for local
néva broadcasts, weather reports, flood and storm warnings, and ABC petwork
programs., If WWSB loses its ABC affiliation, it will no longer be able to
provide full local news service. We will sce only Tampa news and no ABC
network prograns becsuse we cannot receive the ABC replacement, Scripps
Howard's WFTS.in Tampa.

I believe it 48 the responsidility of the FCC to ensure the best use
of the scarce resource--broadcast frequencies. If WWSB loses its ABC effili-
ation solely to benefit the competitive position in Tamps of the Scripps
Hovard station WFTS, the welfare of residents Sn a non-Tempa aresa will be

sacrificed to a narrow business interest. Y do not believe this is the
best use of the sirvaves.

Sincerely,

> TN S AN

Nancy L. 8{lvia



October 15| 1994

Honorable 3eed E. Hund¢, Chairman
Federsl Cowmunications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Btreet, WV

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

For the thirteen years I have lived in Manatea {ounty, W#S3 hes

been my station of cholce for weather, sports, entertainment dut mostly
for local news of my ares.

Tampa is well served by Channels 10 and 13 but they do not oover
Tampa's neighbors south of the day, namely Bredenton (Manatee County),
Sarasota and Venice. It is very disheartening to learn that our smaller
hometown statlon may be sacrificed so that Seripps Howard can obtain s
lavger, move controlling interest in the major television network system,

My present TV does not allow me to gét Chammel 28 and since I an
not in & position to Wy cable, should this Business arrangement happen,

I will no longer adle to receive AR0 programming. T expect tany others
are {n the same situation. '

I trust it is not too late for you to reconsider this change, I
truly hope we can keep our own Channel 40.

Sincezely,

A Bitry RisepT | B

cc:  Sem Anter, Tuq., Counsel for Capitel Cities/ABC, Inc.
Donald P. z.itms. Esq., Counsel for Scripps Howard Brozdcasting Co.
.‘,/ Stan Crumley, President & Ceneral Manager, WWSRB, Channel 40
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209 cavellini Dr.
Nokomis, FPL. 34275

Honorable Reed BHundt

Chairman

Pederal Communicdtions Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

" Washington, DC 20544

pear Mr., Chairman;

I am writing you yo voice ny concern over the prépoaal
to remove the ABC affiliation with WWSB chanel 40 in the
Sarasotz, Florida area

Ve livae {n Nokowis, Florida, just south of Sarasota and
north of Venice. We subscribe to cable and have an independent
outside antenna. When cable is operating correctly we can
get all networks satisfactorily. Hovever vhen wé use our own
.antenna ve cannot receive an ABC affiliate except WWSE Channal
40 and it is very important to us. Channel 40 im the only
Station that provides a local flaver and news f£or our area.

Any lessening of service to our area would not be in our
bast interest. Please reconsider and keep ABC affiliated
vith WWSB channel 40 in Sarasota.

Sincerely;
Richard R Nevill

CCs

Sam Antar, Esq.

Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, Inc.
77 W. 66 Streat

New York, NY 10023

Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.

Couneel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.
Baker and Hoatetler '

1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Stan Crumley

President & General Manager
WWSB,Channel 40

572% Lawton Drive

Sarasota, Fl. 34233
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1926 Riviera Drive
Sarasota, Pl 34232
October 19, 1994

Honorable Reed X, Hundt

Chairman

Fedaral Communications Commisgsion
1919 M Streat, NW

washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

We here in the Sarasota-Bradenton~-Venice area are
very upsaet that ABC ig switching from our Channel 40
to Channel 28 out of Tampa.

We do not have Cadle and Channel 28 does not come in
clastly. Ican see no good reason for this switch.

We have slvays had high quality entertainment, news and
information from Channel 40. ¥We are all very unhappy.
vith this switeh. '

In viev of our being 153rd in the TV market, I cansee
ne good reason for Channel 40 to lose the ABC
affilintion. Please do not let this switch occur.,

Sincere yours,

TS A0

Mrs. Dan Nighswande

CC: Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC., Inc.
Counsel for S8kripps Mowvard Broadcasting Co.

umley, President & General Manager
\ WWSB CRanndl XU




1928 Cove Pointe Drive
venice. Florida 34293
17 October 1994

Fadezal Comnunications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

washington, D.C. 208%4

Attn: Honorable Raed E. Hundt, Chairman
Dear Mr., Hundt:

The racent decision by ABC to cemsa its affilistion vith
Channel 40/WWSB, Sarasota, Florida, will leave a significant veid
in television coverage for the Bradenton, Sarasota and Venice
area, ‘ :

While wa Obviously will be able to receive ABC netvork
programs through our ¢able system, we will no longar have the
advantage of a 1ocal station providing our area with local nevs,
weather and activities., Loss of netwerk affiliation will leave
us with just another local atation wvhich providea rerung of old
netverk series and movies but no local news and waeather.

Chanhal 40/WWSB is a major part of our communitj. Its neve,
veather and managaement people are involved in our community
charities and events in major ways. ' -

We don't need Tampa, St. Petershurg or Fort Myers news and
weather programs since they do not pertain to us. We n¢ad our.
own local network station which can provide us with our local
navs and veather.

Sincarely.

‘ {
%-L—v-u—o-n.‘) CZ &Q)
Simone C. O'Kaefe
CCt1 Donald P..Zeifang, Counsel for Scripps Howard

Sam Antar, Counsal for Capltal Cities/ABC Inc,
JStan Crumley, Pres & Gen Mgr WWSB/Channel 40



1209 Gulf Coast Boulsvard
Venice, Florida 34292-2918

Honorable Reed E. Hundt . ;i
Chairman : .
Federal Communications Commission A
Room 814 ;
1919 M Street, NW 3
Reshington, DC 20834 :

Dear Chairman Hundt:

1 am writing to styongly protest the discarding of our local f
television station, WNSB CHANNEL 40, by the American Broaddasting
Company, Inc., in the apparant exchange for the Scripps Howard
Broadcasting Company's ‘agreement to affiliate with ABC for ten
(10) years in Cleveland and Detroit. .

It is very disturbing to us who depend on our local television

station for the latest, up to date news and weather, both local

and: national. Yes, we are a smaller market than eithey of the |
above. But we are a strong market. And to Scripps Howatd Tampa,
station WFTS, Channel 28, giving us lecal news/weather. We here
in the Venice area do not get Channel 268 on our Qakle system, et
alone via network broadcasting. WWSB CHANNEL 40 not only gives !

us local programming, but we also have the ABC network- . !
programming. ‘ L

1 cannot believe that the FCC would allow ABC to relegate the |
Venicez 8arasots, and Bradenteon viewing area to an "insignificant
market", and “chop us off at the network pass”, so té speak,

I would say to ABC; I really liked the promos that ran, “rThe .
AMERICAN Broadcasting Company". However, I am saddened toila;rnj
that ABC does not inc¢lude our srea in America,

i

Beyond that, living in a "severe storm" area, we depend upon our
lacal Channel 40 to give us the news/weather WE need. 'The': ,
evacuation routes, the shelters, the areas to be evacuated, and |
the services available. after living in both east and west .~ |
Florida for most of my adult years, and through sevetal

hurricanes, I have yet to find any of the so called "large |
market" cities giving the information that is neéded in our area,
! hope that you and your office will investigate this matter and
give it some very serious consideration, After all, we still are
apart of this America. (e LT o

. ? . ' :
Very truly yours e i Co
Jeanne Lewis %&wﬁ—ué j“"‘— ]
cc: Sam Antaf, Counsel; Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. ;

Donald P. Zeifang, Counsel; Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.)
Stan Crumley, Pres/GM.;WWSE Channel 40 o ;

1

]
:
i



octobar 18, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street. NW

Wwashington, DC 20554

Dear 8ir:

I am in support of maintaining WWSB's affiliation with ABC.

WWSB sarves 3 unique and distinct geographi¢ area separate

from Tampa/St. Peteraburg or Ft. Myers., Florida. My statiopary
outdogr antenna does not pick up channel 10 outiof Tampa/St.
Pete' well as {t is aimed at a point vhere I can get 811 tha
other ‘channels in the area. I can't get any stations out of ¢he
Ft. Myers sred at ¥ll. My only ¢haoice i3 to get WWSB fer ABC
carried progxamming. '

I am not’'intarested in Tampa/St. Pets local nevws .and they are:
hot interested in Sarasota/PBradenton/Venice local news or ',
events. I have vieved the Tampa stations from time to time ahd
they have naver carried much concerning our locale &8 they sre
intefested in competing with each ether in that major market.

T urge you to cpntinue to allow WWSB to remain an ABC qfff}igyﬁ.
ely - L

John Hanson
3502 Z4th Ave. W,
Bradenton, FL 34205

¢c:  Sam Antar, fsq.
Donald P, Zeifang, Esq.
Stan Crumlaey



Mr & Mrs Roberto lreund
P.O. Uox 13917
sarasota, FL 34277-1917

Honorable Reed E Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commisgion
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

Although we had been hearing rumors, the bad news was ‘
not confirmed until a eouple of days ugo, that.our Channel
40 would loge 1ts affiliation with ABC., If this is really

allowed to happen, it will be devastating to our entire’
comvhunity. '

Just this morning we got a taste of how it would be
without a local TV Station being affiliates to one of

the major networks. Our cable service malfunctioned for
Qquite a while, 50 what we did -and have alwvays done vhen.
this ahppens=~ was to tum'our TV to Channel 40, instead of
7, vhich.is our cable aquivalent. We were thus able to
view Good Morning America, while we wore unable to get
any other network. This benefit, the ability to watch a’
local station vhile all else is out, is of primary’ import-
ance in case of an emergency. ,

As two of Sarasota County's over 300,000 inhabitants,

we cannot'even begin to imagine how our lives would be
affected if we no longer vere able to get the local
wveather raports, or .tha local news. We thereforg urgae :
you most emphatically to put a stop to the projected loss .
of WWsB's affiillation to ABC. i S

Sincarely,

ccs Sam Antalr, Donala P zZelfang, Stan Crumley.
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5827 Whistlewood Circle
Sarssota, FL 34232
October 11, 19954

Honorabla Reed E. Hundt

chairman

Paderal Communications Commission
Room 814 .

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt;

I'am writing in reference to the affiliation of WWSB, Channel 40
with the ABC network anding. '

In our ares, WWSB has been the only station to give full local ,
national, and international news, The Tampa stations do not
cover Bradentoen, Sarasota, Venice news completely &nd agourately.
They just skin the surface if anything.

Also with WWSB being affiliated with ABC, I can get all the navs
and proiramming in work. 1I only can hock up a little & ‘
televislion without cabla. Also when the cable goes out, vwhich
hera in Florida is often, we can still get WWSB clearly and be
informed ef what is happening.

During & flood we had 2 years ago, our area was unable to use our
televisions because the electric was turned off. With my little
5" telavision that works alsc on batteries, I was able to get
WW8B clearly and could find out whare to get halp and what was .
going on locally and elsavhere. Thank God for WWSB, . -

It would be 2 great injustice for WWSB to lose the ABC netwoxrk
affiliate.

Plesse consider all the facts for our community and don’t let the
atfiliation discontinue. '

YA Concernad Citigen®



11 OCTOBER, 1994
197 CARRIAGE HOUSE LANE
NOKOMIS ,FL, 34278

HONORABLE REED E. HUNDT
CHAIRMAN,

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
ROOMB1¢

1919 M STREET,NW .
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20884

DEAR CHAIRMAN HUNDT,

I AM WRITING 20 EXPRESS MY CONCERN WITH THE CANCELLATION .OF
:HE AFFILIATION OF WWSB CHANNEL 40, SARASOTA FLORIDA WITH
BC. :

IN THIS AREA WE ALL HAVE CABLE AND ACCESS TO ALL SORTS OF
OHANNﬂLS. BUT THE ONLY STATION WHICH I8 LOCAL FOR US IS WWSB
CHANNEL 40. ONE OF THK MAJOR SERVICES WHICH TELEVISION !
SHOULD PROVIDE 1S LOCAL COMMUNICATION. TKIS 1§ SPECf#LLY "

- TRUE DURING EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS, IN THE SARASOTA AREA .
THIS IS NOT PROVIDED BY TELEVISION OR BY RADIO FROM TAMPA OR '
FORT MEYERS .IT IS DONE BY CHANNEL 40.

IT WOULD BE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST FOR THE ABC OONNEGTION TO

BE CONTINUED.
Y TRULY, YOURS,, |
- M‘Mi .
MARILYN ¥} BROUHEAD
COPIES |

DONALD ZEIFANG,BAKER AND HOSTETIER, WASHINGTON D.C.
M ANTAR,CAPITAL CITIES/ABC, NEW YORK
TAN CRUMLEY, WWSB, SARASOTA, FLORIDA



Oclober 22, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman '

Federal Communlcat«ons Commission
Room 814 )

* 1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hund.t:

I am writing to éxpress my family's dismay at the thought that Channel WWSB In:
Sarasota will be losing its ABC affillation.

Channel 40 has admirably served this area for over twenty-three years and I8
the most watched channel In this area because of lts loca! coverage, Allowing a -
Tampa station.lo have the exclusive right to broadcast ABC programming
seoms unfair and totally unjustified. The Tampa station does not provide any-
local coverage of our ared. Additionally, the signal from Tampe does not'
adequately reach a targe number of homaes in this area, a

I ask you to please conskder the great loss we In Sarasota would feel at the foss .
of WW3B's afflliation with ABC,

Mary R, Balsley
4831 Primrose Path
Sarasots, FL 34242

cc.  Sam Antar, Esq.
Oonald P. Zesfagg. Esq.
Stan Crumley.



2698 Valencia Drive
Venice, FL. 34293
Qctober 24, 1994

Honorable Reed B, Hunt

Chalrman

Fedoral Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Btreet, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Doat Mr. Huat,

rmmmmmemmamammmmmm
Nmmwsnmwmsammmonu .

It is my uaderstanding that WWSB CHANNEL 40 is to lose it's affiliation with
ggp’rcwm April of 1998, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO WFTS CHANNEL
AMPA. A

Imm«dﬁﬁkﬂhuymwemmemdmcmgbmmm;

1. The chaunel which will get the ABC affiliation for "THIS ARBA" is
located in TAMPA, FLORIDA. Idmdymetveothot'rmpa
mﬁmbuttbeydonotad‘quhlymmylomlmdm
Tampa.is 3 least 80 milcs from my bome.

2. WW8B CHANNEL 40 is locatod in SARASOTA, FLORIDA, about 17

mdles from my home. Ithmylocalmionfoslocalncwsmd
nformation.

3. WFIS CHANNEL 28 I8 NOT ON THB CABLE AND 1 DO NOT
HAVE AND ANTENNA. IN ADDITION, ANOTHER,
TAMPA AFFILIATION WMNOTWMBHEREIN
VENICE.

4. 1 also feol that without the revenucs produced by network affiliation,
that WWSB CHANNEL 40 will no longer haye the funds to
adoquately serve the Sarasota and Venice arsas, We need only to
look to our newest station WBSV CHANNEL 62 that came on
thcmaooupleot‘ymagomthgruiplm&formmmd lio
sorvice programming, 1t bad no network affiliation, and d\i.na
very short timo, the ncws was gone, We now have "newsbriefs" at
station break time, aud the programming is old netwotk m—rutls,
call in shows, and "B" movics.



I don't want 1o bave to watch another Tampa station while there is a perfoctly
good onc—~WWSB CHANNEL 40~located right here in my area. ‘

Sincerely yours,
Matgerct Frontz

copiesto:  Stan Crumley (WWSB CHANNEL 40)
Sara Aster, Esq. (Capital Citics/ABC)
Donald . szﬁm,Esq (Scripps Howard Broadcasting)



Wacrd and Gloria Heberling
16101 Myakka Road
Sarasota, £1 34240-9190
10-29-94

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chaizman

Federal Communications Commision

Room 814 -

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 205854

Dear S8ir:

We are writing to you because of our concern over the impending
vearrangement of television network affilliations in Tampa, 70-80
miles to the north of us, and the Jdisassociation of Sarasota's .
Wwse, ChaAnel 40 with the American Broadcasting Company.

Living out in the northeast area of Sarasota County, ve must rely
on an outdoor antenna for television raeception, and Channel 40 in
Sarasota,: and channela 8 and 13 ia Tampa/St.Petersburg provide
oeur only consistently reliable talevision signals. Channels 10,
28, 36, 38, and 44 in Tampa/sSt.Petersburg provide only fringe
Area reception, and good signals depend upon the vagaries of
veather conditions and the attendank ionic layer which chinges
with waathar fronts, '

We and the thousands of families in the rural and subuxban .areas
¢f eastern Sarasota and Manatee counties as well as 'those in all
of Charlotte County to the south: depend upon WWSB, Channel 40,
with its high leval of broadcaat technology and prodramping.

Should WWSB be diminished by the loss of needed revenue a8
afforded through affiliation with aBC, the station,: a host of.;
viewers and in the 1ong run, the ABC Network itself will suftfer
incalculable loss. It will be short sighted and a serious ertor
if the three counties in this smection of Florida ace shunded by
the broadcast industry., We pray that this will ot happen.

Wward and Gloria Heberling
copies to: .
Antar~-Cap. Cities/ABC Crumley--WWSB, Channel 40

Zeifang-~-Scripps Howard



TAMPA/ST. PETERSBURG
Ve

SARASOTA
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Q:\ - Or. Donald 3. Treffinger
(f) 201 Bird Kpy Dr.

Sarasota, FL 34236
(812)-953-7925

vt

October 13, 1?94

Honorable Reed BE. Hundt

Chairman

Pederal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing to express my support for WWSB, Channel 40 in Sarasota, In its efforts
to retain its ABC network on and thereby to maintain its longstinding record
of service to our local community. I belleve that, without a strong network.
affiliation, it will be unlikely that this station will be able o remaln viable as a
statlon meeting our local needs. ' | |

The existing Tampa area stations rightfully give the majority of thelr attention to
the events, needs, and concerns of Tampa and Hillsborough Countigs. They glve
some— but less— attention to neighboring Pinellas County. Exc?t for major
events or news storles, they give scant attention at all to the day-by-day affairs of
Sarasota, Bradenton, and Venice. '
We are approximately 70 miles from Tampa, and we are in our own right, a separate
and independent community in almost every respect. My family and I have been
full-time residents of the Sarasota area for four years, and we were parf-time
residents and visitors for several years prior to our move here. In the last twelve
months, we have not eaten in a restaurant; visited a store, business, or sho plng
mall; or attended a concert or cultural event in Tampa, All tho.;servlceg and
activities we need and enjoy are readily available in Sarasota, We are pot a suburb,
an “exurb,” or any other idnd of “—urb” of Tampa, and thera Is no reason at 'l for
us to care to be given a steady viewing diet of Tampa-oriented advertisers.

We do care what happens in Sarasota, Bradenton, and Venice in relation to
community activities and events, political activities, social and cultural events, and
a wide range of topics and issues that are being addressed daily by WWSB and not by
any of the Tampa stations. ! '



Our weather differs considerably from that of the Tampa metropolitan area. I don't
care substantlally if it's bright and sunny, or raining cats and dogs, in Pinellas or
Pasco or Hillsborough counties. But I do care about our local forecast, and we watch
our local news daily.

Many of the “personalities” of WWSB are involved in supporting a wide range of
community activities and charities In Sarasota, and they are also active and visible
parts of the soclal, cultural, and recreational life of our community. I cannot make
-the same statement for anyone from any of the Tampa stations. . I'm ceértaln that
they will assert that they ean serve the needs of our area, but the simple fact is that
they do not now do s0, they have not done 3o throughout my time here, and | have
no sense at all that they will do anything different in the future. Without a strong
local channel, we become a “blur” on the map of the West Coast of Florida.

1 understand that the issue under review now addresses WWSB's loss of iis national
network affillation with ABC, and that this issue may be seen by some, in a vary
narrow construction of the issue, as separate from WWSB’s local presence. I
believe, however, that a broader view of the issue is essential, and that, without the
strength of its network affillation, WWSB is not likely to remain viable. Therefore, I
urge your office to take action that supports the residents of Sarasota, Bradenton,

and Venice and enables our local channel to maintain its strong prasence in our
community.

DjT/lmw .
XC: Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.
Sam Antar, Esq,

Stan Crumley



